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7. 	Description 

Condition Check one Check one 

excellent -deteriorated 2 unaltered 2original site 


2!I good -ruins -altered -moved date N/A 

-fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Sperryville Kistoric District is c q r i s e d  of over .seventy structures along b t e s  
1001, 522, 600 and "Split Street ," the only so-designated way within the village limits. 
The buildings are predminmtly wood-frame, one-and two-story residences, the ear l ies t  
of which were erected on lots  originally la id  out by Francis Thornton, Jr. i n  1820. The 
oldest dwellings, fomd on the western edge of the d i s t r i c t  on Route 1001, are distin- 
guished by stone chimneys and double front entrances, a characteristic of early houses 
i n  the region. In addition t o  i t s  vernacular residences, the turn also contains a nunber 
of dwellings influenced by the Ranantic Revivals of the mid- and la te  19th centurv. 
Interspersed amng these structures is a collection of former factory workers' housing 
buil t  to  serve the workers of the .%mot tannery from 1867 t o  the early 20th century. In  
addition to  its relatively untouched residential housing, the town has three early 20th- 
century churches and a row of stores. The many s t reets  are softened visually by nunsous 
trees and shrubs as well as  white picket fences t h a t  run along i+e roads. The d i s t r i c t  
maintains high integrity and is virtually free of modern inrruslons. 

A R C H I T E C W  ANALYSIS 

Geographically, the town of Sperryville s i t s  on a small plain bounded on the Thomta  
River to  the north, steep h i l l s  to  the south, and the Shenandoah Mountains to  the west. 
The potential value of the level s i t e  was recognized as early as  1820 by Francis Thornton, 
Jr. who la id  out the lo t s  of the f i r s t  settlement. The village was slow in developing 
with the ear l ies t  houses bui l t  on what is now Roure 1001 near the intersection of Route 
211. Tne two-story, wood-frame dwellings have features that were to  characterize the 
antebellm vernacular residences of the mdest  village: wood frame, i f  not log, covered 
by weatherboarding, stone-end chimeys, 616 hung-sash and in several cases, double 
entrances w i t h  no center hal l .  An exception t o  this  type is found i n  the f i r s t  tavern 
a t  the intersection of Routes 522 and 1OOlwhich was the f i r s t  brick structure in the 
town. Although the building has been extensively altered and expanded, it does retain 
a two-story porch on i t s  facade, a characteristic of early 19th-century taverns. Like 
a l l  the f i r s t  period structures, the tavern i s  bui l t  close to  the road. 

While the settlement period houses are late-Federal vernacular i n  character, a h e r  
of the houses bu i l t  af ter  1850 have ornamentation and board-and-batten siding that is 
suggestive of the mid-century Ranantic Revivals. Notable examples include a house on 
the south side of Route 1OOlwhose scalloped porch and eaves trim suLggests a naive inter- 
pretation of the swags and tassels found on more pretentious residences. The Totten's 

.. 	 M i l l  House a t  the intersection of Routes 211 and 1001 and the elaborately treated porch 
i,	on the D r .  Amiss House on the south side of Route 1001 show the influence of the mid-19th- 


century -tic Revival styles on the architecture of Sperryville. The vert ical  board- 

and-batten siding found on the Apple Tree Cottage and a number of other small dwellings 

is also a characteristic of the mid-19th-century Rmmtic Revival movement. 


Follming the establishnent of the %mot tannery i n  1867, a group of residences was 
erected in the south end of the village along the Thomton River and i n  the open spaEes 

, 	 that separated the houses along Routes 1001 and 522. While the houses continue the ear l ier  
wood-frame tradition, a distinction can be made between the houses of the wealthier citizens 
and the tamery workers. Tne houses of the factory managers, store owners and professionals 

(See Continuation Sheet i/l) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e h e c k  and justify below 
-prehistoric -archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion -1400-1 499 -archeology-historic -conservation -law -science 
-1500-1599 -agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture-1600-1699 architecture -mll~tary -social1-education .. 
-1700-1799 -art -engineering -music humanitarian 

1800-1 899 -commerce -explorationlsettlement -philosophy -theater-1900- -communications -industry -politicslgovernment -transportation 
-invention -other (specify) 

Specific dates V a r i . 0 ~ ~  BuilderIAmhitect N/A 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STA- OF SIGNFICAITCE 

Originally la id  out by Francis Thornton, Jr. i n  ca. 1818-20 on a small plain between 
the Thomton River and the hills of the northern Blue Ridge, Sperryville survives as an 
upper P i e h t  crossroads town that has been virtually unchanged since the 1920s. From 
the beginning Saerryville found its d e v e l w n t  limited by the natural landscape to  
expansion in a iinear east-west direction along the junction of the Winchester and New 
Market turnpikes. The vil lage grew s lmly  un t i l  1867 when the Smoot f m i l y  of Alexandria 
established a tarmery on the Thornton River, thereby rapidly increasing the town's popu- 
lation and resulting i n  construction of m y  of the simple wooden residences that today 
give Sperryville visual charm and architectural identity. Intermingled with the vil lage 's  
vernacular architecture of the settlement period are postbellmhouses bu i l t  mder the 
influence of the picturesque styles of the 19th-century Ramantic Revivals, as well as a 
diverse collection of workers' housing along the Thornton River and on Routes 522 and 
1001. Since the demise of the tannery in 1918, new construction has been rare, with the 
result that  Sperryville retains m h  of i t s  turn-of-century village character. This 
inage i s  enhanced by the presmce of a d e s t  n d e r  of c m r c i a l  buildings and churches, 
tree-lined roads, and few mdern intrusions. Today a familiar landmark and stopover 
for mto r i s t s  making seasonal excursions to  the upper B l u e  Ridge, the historic d i s t r i c t  
nay be counted m n g  the very few such villages remining in the Cammwealth. 

HISTORICAZ, BACKGROUND 

The s i t e  of the present tm of Sperryville originally formed part of a t rac t  of 
4452 acres granted in 1749 by the Northern Neck proprietary to  Francis ?hornton of 
Caroline County. A direct descendant and namesake, Francis Tnomton, Jr. inherited the 
land by w i l l  fran his brother-in-law, John A. Thornton, i n  1817 and shortly thereafter 
laid out lo ts  for  what became the tom of Sperryville. In August 1820, Francis Thornton, 
Jr. sold the f i r s t  two lots  i n  what was then a f l a t  adjoining the lands of John Menefree 
between the pass m i l l  and Thornton's Gap. The t a m  i s  identified on John Woods' map
of 1821 of Culpeper Comty and also i n  an 1826 deed, which referred to  a l o t  lying within 
"the village of Sperryville." Tne origin of the m Sperryville has several different 
theories, one of which i s  that it canes £ran an early p o s a s t e r .  From the period of 
tm settlement, a number of houses survive on the west end of the vil lage,  south of 
Routes 211 and 522. ?hey include'the George William Cooper House, the D r .  Amiss House, 
Totten's M i l l  House and two houses adjacent to  each other on the north side of Route 1001. 
A l l  the.hbuses d&'.constructed £ran the period ca. 1830 to  1850 and are wood-frme with 
either weatherboarding or board-and-batten siding. A l l  have exterior stone chhmeys, 
a characteristic of the ear l ies t  houses i n  the region. 

Sperryville grew r a n d d y  and slowly un t i l  ca. 1867 when the local b t  Tannery 
was organized by the Srrrsot family of Alexandria. In  addition t o  their  tannery, the 

(See Continuation Sheet 1/10) 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion The bounclaries for  the Sperryville Historic District 
are defined as  fo l lms :  to  the north by the Thornton River; to  the south by a public access 
road and by the rear of the property lines of buildings front- on Routes 522 and 1001; to  
the west by Route 211 and t o  the east by a l ine  that  coincides w i t h  the position of the 
Lis t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries(See Continuation Sheet 
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7. DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis 

are large two-s tory and 2fi -story structures w i t h  fancy sawn trim typical of 
the l a s t  decades of the 19th century. The sawn brackets and balusters that d e l l i s h  
the eaves and porch of Fairlawn Antiques are especially ornate and contribute to  the 
village's picturesque feelings. In contrast to the stylish upper-class residences, the 
workers' housing i s  mch  plainer. Typical of these structures are the houses along 
the Thornton River and the shotgun houses found along Route 1001. Larger duplex worker 
housing i s  found on the west side of Spli t  Street directly across fran the houses of mare 
prosperous citizens. This intermingling of houses from various social classes lends a 
notable variety of m s s  and scale t o  Sperryville's streetscapes. 

Sperryville continued t o  keep abreast, though modestly, with America' s danestic 
architectural trends of the early 20th century. Dating to  th is  century's early decades 
are a number of bungalws that are scattered among the houses on Routes 211 and 522. 
The most d i s t i w s h e d  bungalow is "Rock Villa" bu i l t ,  as i t s  name sugeests, of stone 
rubble. While not full-blown bungalows, a h e r  of residences have large, single 
dormers that were inspired from this  popular form of housing. 

Evidence of Sperryville's cmmercial prosperity a t  the end of the 19th century and 
early 20th century are a rider of comnercial buildings. The most notable i s  the "Sperry- 
v i l l e  Corner Store" which i s  actually canposed of three buildings that were bui l t  in a 
row. Smaller structures that a t  one time served as  stores have been readapted to  a variety 
of uses, jus t  as a nuher  of houses have been also adapted into antique shops, the t a m ' s  
present principal cannercial activity. 

Sperryville contains three churches a l l  of which date to the early 20th century. The 
Reynolds M a r i a l  Church with i t s  Tuscan order was bui l t  in 1929. 'Il~e country Gothic- 
style Sperryville Methodist Church was constructed in 1915. I t s  combination bell-entrance 
tower, stained-glass windows and cross-gable massing mke this  church one of the most 
distirguished buildings i n  the town. A third church, the Church of God of Prophecy, was 
fonnerly the Episcopal Church and i s  a s b p l e  but dignified vernacular build%. 

The s t reets  of Sperryville re ta in  the flavor of a l a t e  19th-century rural  town. 
There are no sidewalks or curbs, and white picket fences l ine  many of the front yards. 
Although many of the houses are  buil t  close together, trees and shrubs soften the tm-
scape along with the small gardens planted to  the rear or sides of many of the houses. , 
The rural flavor of the village i s  sugested by several s m a l l  ccnnplexes of outbuildings. 

i* 	 Fairlawn Antiques has a particularly noteworthy se t .  The stone embanlunent of the r iver 
on the d i s t r i c t ' s  edge adds another visual note of interest.  

While most of the buildings within the t am ' s  limits contribute visually to  the 
d i s t r i c t ,  the C & P telephone building, the United States Post Office and a concrete 
block warehouse-garage are modern structures that  do not conform t o  the character of- 
the d i s t r i c t .  Metal sheds adjacent to  the old tavern are also non-contributing buildings. 

(See Continuation Sheet 1/2) 
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7.  DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis 

Tne historic d i s t r i c t  boundaries conform to  the Comnissioner of Revenue's Plate 38A 
with certain exceptions. The buildings on the north side of Route 211 are not included 
as well as a gasoline station t o  the north of the Thornton River a t  the interesection 
of Routes 211 and 522. These buildings do not conform to  the visual cohesiveness of 
the rest of the village. The gasoline station would have constituted an intrusion. 
Dm houses on the east  side of Route 600 were judged non-contributing and were not included 
within the proposed d i s t r i c t .  The Totten M i l l  House, while not on Plate 38A, is on pro- 
perty that abuts the d i s t r i c t  and was included as  a significant early settlement structure. 
Tne old tannery s i t e  i s  not included since a h e r  of non-contributing buildings were 
erected on i t s  s i t e ,  precludinp; any potential for  archaeology. 

(See Continuation Sheet /I3 for inventory of s t rucmes  i n  the dis t r ic t )  
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SOUTH SIDE 

00-4" 
INIEFSECTION ROUTES 211 & 1001: (Totten's M i l l  House) : wwd frame (weatherboard) ; 


2 stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with 

sawn brackets. geometric cutout pattern and balustrade ca. 1870s. Detached 

house. Federal, Victorian Influence. Ca. 1825-30. 


concrete block; 2 stories; gable roof (asbestos shingle); 2 bays. Garage.1%-q3 ca. 1960. Non-contributing element. \/i-"& ,+L 

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories;  gable roof (standing seammetal); 3 bays; 
.-2 1-story, 3-bay porch with sawn brackets, cutout pattern, and balustrade. Detached -

house. Late 19th century. l< 
(Intersection with Route 600) : concrete block; 1 story; gable roof (composition) ; 

- 3 3 bays; 1-story , 3-bay shed roof porch supported by posts. Comnercial (store) . 
Ca. 1950. Non-contributing element. 

(Intersection with Route 600) : wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2% stories;  gable 

-3 roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays ; 1-story, 3-bay porch wirh w e d  posts, turned 


balustrade, and turned spindle brackets. Detached house. Late 19th centwry.

c00&/r? +?&\,? f h J ~ $ $ v + ? ~  

- vacant lo t .  

wood frame (shingle) ; & stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays;
- b  1-story porch with shed roof and turned balusters. Detached house. Late 19th 

Century. 26 ~4 14J T  

wood frame (shirgle) ; 1%story; gable roof (ccenposition) ; 2 - sable dormers; 
-7 5 bays. Detached house. Cape Cod. Ca. 1950s. 7s  MA,&fl 

wood frame (board and batten) ; 2 stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ;- 3 bays; 1-story, 1-center-bay porch with sawn cut roof, swags along lattice-type 


-- piers and balustrade. Detached house. Ca. 1840s. 3 2 M ,+) Jr 

t 

wood frame (formal shiplap siding); 1 story; gable roof (composition); 3 bays; 
1-story, 1-center-bay porch with square posts, geometric wood (board) balustrade. -'Detached house. Ca. 1965. l y  M & I + &  

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays; 
-10 1-story, 3-bay porch w i t h  shed roof and square posts. Detached house. Ca. '1890s. 

36 #hiST-f 
wwd frame (weatherboard) ; 2% stories; gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 5 bays; 
1-story, 3-bay porch with iron supports and shed roof. Detached house. 


- I '  Ca. 1910. 


(See Continuation Sheet 11 4 ) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued) 

SOUTH SIDE 

ROUTE 	 1001: 

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable robf (standing seam metal); 3 bays; -IZ 1-story, 3-bay porch with sh4d roof and turned posts. Detached house. Shotgun. 
Ca. 1910. 

(Dr. Amiss House): wood frame (shingle); 2% stories;  gable roof (stand- seam 

- \3 metal) ; 4 bays ; 1-story, 3-bay porch w i t h  pedimented gable roof, paired sawn 
brackets, gemetric l a t t i ce  piers, and paneled pilasters. Detached house. Late 
Federal, Victorian Influence. Ca. 1830. 

-14 	 vacant l o t  m e d  by church. 

(Sperryville Episcopal Church) : wood frame (weatherboard) ; 1%stories; gable 
-	 roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 1-side-bay porch with stick-style 

gable verge board. Church. Carpenter Gothic. Ca. 1910-20. 
L I l I  M0.L n 

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 1hipped- I (o dormer; 3 bays; 1-story, 1-center and 1-side-bay porch with tapered wood columns 
on brick pedestals and balustrade deck. Detached house w i t h  cannercia1 (store). 
Ca. 1920s. Lt ., A- ,: >J CK 

- woodframe (shingle) ; 2 stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 4 bays ; 1-story , 
- \ 9 4-bay porch with chamfered posts, hipped roof, and thin simple balusters. 


Detached house. Ca.  1890s. y) , ; 
b c  

-\q 	 (4(0utbuildings): wood frame; 1 story; varied (mixed) ; 19th-20th century. 

brick; 1 story; gable roof (coqosition) ; 4 bays. Corrmercial (office for telephone --1 '20 campany) . Ca. 19.3s. )Jon-contributing element. ,,ti 7d,dk t  

wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; cross-gable roof (standing s e a  metal) ; 
-21 3 bays; 2-story, 3-bay porch with f u l l  pedimented gable, turned posts, sam brackets, 

and turned balusters. Detached hause. Queen Anne. Ca. 1890s .cS 
3726 JPLL~I~/ IUL~ TI>=Q,IAJ,~Ti.w[,cP I ~ L  

wood frame (a1 mnimm) ; 2% stories;  gable roof (ccmposition) ; 4 bays; 1-story, 3-bay 
dZZ porch with iron supports and shed roof. Detached house. Ca. 1860s. 

3 730 ~ P @ ~ I L ' ! - / : ~ L JPI.c,Z 
(See Continuation Sheet // 5) 
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Page 5 

7.. DESCXDTION--Inventory (continued) 

SOUTH 	 SIDE 

-23 	 wood frame (alminum); 2% stories; gable roof (canposition); 4 bays; 1-story, 
3-bay porch with turned posts, sawn brackets, and turned balusters. Detached 
house. Ca. 1900s. 3 73L j p ;  ,L,AL,.JI LL-12 Plv3S 

wood frame (shingle) w i t h  concrete block addition; 1%stories; gable roof 
F~ (standirg seam metal) ; 2 bays. Detached h w e .  C m r c i a l  (store) . Ca. 1900s 

,brick (c-n bond) ; 1%stories; gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 1 shed dormer; 
,z> 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with shed roof and square post supports. Detached 

house. Bungalm. Ca. 1920s. 3 .I, , , P, "b 
-Z@ 	 vacant l o t .  

wood £ram; 1 story; shed roof (standing seammetal); 3 bays. Detached house 
-27 (fo-r gas station). Early 20th century. 

(Reynolds t?emorial Baptist Church) : stucco; 1story; gable roof (canposition) ;- 2.g 3 bays; 1%-story, 4-bay porch with f u l l  tetrastyle pedimented portico in  Tuscan 
order and f u l l  entablature. Church. Classical Revival. Ca. 1925. 

NORTH 	SIDE 

wood frame (weatherboard) ; 24, stories;  gable roof (composition) ; 1gable dormer; 
-2/4 3 bays; 1-story , 3-bay shed roof porch with square posts. Detached house. 

Ca.. 1890s. 

wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories;  gable roof (composition); 1-story, 2-bay - 3~ porch with shed roof, column supports (Tuscan order). Detached house. Ca. 1850s. 

wood frame (weatherbroad); 2 stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays; 
.-51 1-story, 1-side-bay porchwith shed roof, turned posts, and spindle brackets. 

<-I 	 Detached house. Ca. 1870s. '3 :}v( 1;'d, ,: : ,$: : !f.,tk 

wood frame (a1umim.m); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;-3L 	1-story, 1-center-bay porch with pedimented gable roof and Tuscan c o l m s .  Detached .house. Ca. 1910. - ;.. ., :$ 4 .., . $  * i i ,  

wood frame (alminun) ; 2 stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays 
-33 1-story, 3-bay porch with shed roof and turned posts. Detached house. Ca. 1900; 

(See Continuation Sheet # 6 ) 



-- -- 

NPS Farm 10.9c&a VIVID I\iu. L u L ‘ t - U U l O  
Val) 

EXP . 19131/54
United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 1 

National Weqister of Historic Places I 
Continuation sheet Item number 7 Page 6 
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NOR'III SIDE 

ROUTE 522: 

(Sperryville Methodist-Episcopal Church, South) : wood frame (weatherboard) ;-% 1%stories;  gable roof (standirg seam metal); 3 bays. Church. Shingle Style. 
Ca. 1915. 3721 $ t d y v , i l e  Pkc 

wwd frame; 14, s tories;  gable roof (standing seam metal). Stove (rubble) 
foundation. 

wood frame (weatherboard) ; 1% stories;  shed roof (standing seam metal) ; ' 2 bays. 
' S b  Barn .  Late 19th-early 20th century. 

wwd frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (s tandiq~searp metal); 3 bays; 
~ 3 71-story, 3-bay porch with shed roof and turned posts. Detached house. Ca. 1870s. 

wood frame (shingle and asphalt) ; 1%stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ;
-39 shed roof portico with supports. Detached house. Ca. 1860s. 73 23 f$2 ,I. ; r .<..; ?:*;I 

wood frame (weatherboard and shingle); 1%stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal); 
-37 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch. Detached house. Ca. 1870s-1880s. 37 (Ci St'!::.rb+ dt - i -C 

P K F  

wood frame (weatherboard); 24, s tories;  gable and hipped roof (standing seammetal); 
1gable and f l a t  doriner; 1- and 2-story, 2-tier front porch with turned balusters, -'& posts, ornamental brackets and sawn balustrade. Detached house; outbuildings. 
Ca. ,1880s. , , )  . ,.:. , J .  5 1 . .'?; / . c ,,.,..*,.* {a"?: :, *r j~ 

brick (Flanish bond) ; 2% stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays; 
.-ql 2-story porch with posts with bracket-type supports (plain). Detached house. 

Federal. Ca. 1830. :-> 
.' * 

., ..( ,,, ' qq M1d ST.4 


Rom 1001: 

wood frame (shingle and asphalt) ; 1story; gable roof (cmposition) ; 3 bays; 
- ( f ~  1 story, 5-bay porch with iron supports overhanging roof. Detached house. 

Ca. 1920s. . 
concrete block; 1 story; gable roof (composition); 3 bays; 1-story, 2-bay porch -q!~with iron pipe supports. Governrwt. Ca. 1960s. Non-contributing element. 

37 M O  d ic  Z , - j  , l L , ;-*""ant. 

wood frm originally and brick (stretcher bond) ; 2% s tor ies ;  gable roof (standing 
-L(f seam m t a l )  ; 6 bays. Detached house; double house. Federal. 1830s. 

<3 \  5 .,t\"i. '  

(See Continuation Sheet 11 7)  
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7.  DESCRIFTION--Inventory (continued) 

N0RL"tI STDE 

ROUTE 1001: 

wood f r a e  (shingle); & stoqies; flatlgable roof (standing seam metal); 7 bays; 
l-story porch wi, posts and brackets. Double house. C%. 1880s. 1910. 

- 7  	wood frame (weatherboard) ; 1 story; gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays. 
btached h-e. Ca. 1910. : i ..>,: ,,,, ,,<. !,:;". .L+L, c,,J A ~  
29 M,,,'h st 

wood frame (weatherboard); 2 stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays; 
.- 4g 1-story porch w i t h  turned posts, spindle ornamental brackets. Detached house. 

Late Federa& Ca. 1830s.
27 Ma:*.  J+ 	

,JbFd E,g;.,;,L+:aJ<'c 

wood frame (shingle); 2 stories;  gable roof (standing seammetal); 2 bays; 
-L/q 1-story, 2-bay shed roof porch supported by posts. Detached house. Late Federal. 

Ca. 1830s. 2 3 f i  n,,.J J?, 


wood frame (shingle) ; 1%stories;  gable roof (composition) ; 1-story, 3-bay 

shed roof porch with plain posts. Double house. Ca. 1880s. 


WEST SDE 


ROUTE 600: 


wood frame (weatherboard); 1%stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays. 

Detached house. Ca.  1940s. 


wood frame (weatherboard, board and batten) ; 1%stories;  gable roof (standing
-cL 	seam m t a l )  ; 6 bays. Detached house. Ca. 1850s. 

wood frame (a lminm);  2 stories;  gable roof (standirg seam metal); 2 bays; 
-53 1-story , 3-bay porch with turned posts and spindle brackets. Detached house. 

Ca. 1880s. 

EAST SIDE 

--	 ROUTE 600: 

wood frame (board and batten) ; 1%stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ;-5? 3 bays . Detached house. Ca. 1850s. 

WEST SIDE 

ROUTE 522: 

concrete block and metal; 2 s tories;  shed, gable, and hipped roof (standing
5 	 seam metal) ; 7 bays; canopy. Garage. Ca 1950s. Non-contributing e l a n n t .  

(See Continuation Sheet {/ 8 ) 
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7. DESGUFTION- -Inventory (continued) 


SOUmI SIDE 


ROm 1002: 


-Sb 	 wood frame; 1-1%stories ; gable roof. Outbuildirgs . 
wood frame (weatherboard); 2% stories; gable roof (standing seammetal); 3 bays;

-57 	 1-story , 3-bay porch with posts supporting roof. Detached house. Ca. 1880s. 

wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2 stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays; #''1-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts and shed roof. Detached house. Ca. 1890s. 

wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2 s tor ies ;  gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays;
-57 1-story, 3-bay porch with shed roof and posts. Detached house. Shotgun. 

Ca. 1890s. 

-bo 	 wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2 stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays; 
1-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts and shed roof. Detached house. Ca. 1890s. 

wood frame (alminun); 2 s tories;  gable roof (composition); 3 bays; 1-story, 
-@ ' 1-center-bay porch with posts supporting pediment. Detached house. Ca. 1880s. 

wood frame (alunhm);  1% stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal); 1hipped 
, b ~  dormer; 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with posts supporting roof. Detached 

house. Ca. 1880s. 

stone (coursed ashlar) ; 1%stories;  hipped roof (camposition) ; 1hipped dormer; 
-(a3 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with stone piers supporting overhanging roof and 

stone balustrade. Detached hause. Ca. 1920s. 

wood frame (weatherboard) ; 1%stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 1% 
stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 1 shed dormer; 3 bays ; 1-story,

- 6 4  3-bay porch with tapering posts on plinths supporting averhanging roof. Detached 
house. Ca. 1890s. 

wood frame (weatherboard) ; 1%stories ; gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 5 bays; 
-bg 1-story, 3-bay porch with posts and psindle bracket. Detached house. Ca. 1890s. 

2 C  /l,Iam z4re-+ 

"SPLIT STREET" : 


WEST SIDE 


ROAD CONNECXNG ROUTES 1002 & 522: 


wood frame (shingle); 2 s tories;  gable roof (standing seam metal); 4 bays;
-	 1-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts sloping roof. Detached house. Ca. 1880s. 

(See Continuation Sheet # g ) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION--Inventory (continued) 

"SPLIT STREET": 

EAST SIDE 

ROAD CONNECTING ROUTES 1002 & 522: 

- wood £raw (weatherboard) ; 2% stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays; 
1-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts supporting roof. Detached house. 
Ca. 1880s. 

wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2% stories ; gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays ;
-bq 1-story, 3-bay porch with turned posts supporting roof. Detached house. 

Ca. 1880s. ly-u.fil i  Q& 
7 

wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2% stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal) ; 3 bays; 
, 1-story, 2-bay enclosed sleeping porch with pier  supported porte cochere. 

Detached house. Ca. 1890s. 

- 70 wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s tories;  gab$e roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 
1-story, 3-bay porch with posts supporting roof. Detached house. Ca. 1890s. 

NORTH SIDE 

ROm 1002: 

concrete block; 1-1%stories;  gable roof (standing seam metal). Garage;
-7 1 c c i a  (office) . Ca. 1960s. Non-contributing el-t . 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

Smoots constructed a rnrmber of houses i n  Sperryville to  a c c m d a t e  tannery workers. 
Not only did the new industry increase the mpulation of the village, but it also provided 
work for area farmers who began to  supply the tannery with oak bark used i n  the tanning 
process. The surviving houses on the east end of the village were largely bu i l t  by the 
tannery workers. Unfortunately, the tannery i t s e l f ,  located outside the village on 
Route 1002 between the two branches of the 'Ibornton River, has not survived. A s  the 
tannery prospered, the Smoots purchased more land within the village for m r e  workers' 
housing. In i t s  prime the factory employed between forty and f i f t y  workers and was the 
leading industry in Sperryville. 

By 1890 the town of Sperryville boasted a population of 350 people. Within the 
town then were three stores, one hotel, three flour mills,  a woolen mill ,  a saw mill  and 
the C.C. Smoot and Sons tannery. In 1908 a Masonic H a l l  was bui l t  which also housed town 
meetings and entertainments. As i s  evident from the location of the surviving la te  
19th- and early 20th-century residences, the center of the town developed a t  this  time, 
with the larger houses erected near the intersection of Routes 522 and 1001. 

By 1910 Sperryville reached its prime. Four churches stood within the bustling 
village: two Baptist, one Episcopal, and one Methodist. The town had five general 
stores, f ive  corn and flour mills,  a jeweler and watch maker, a saw mill,  several fur-
niture dealers as  well as  a rrumber of blacksmiths-wheelwrights. However, the growth 
was abruptly halted in 1911 when the Smoot tannery closed, resulting i n  the loss of many 
jobs. While a h e r  of residents followed the business to  North Carolina, others l e f t  
the town t o  find jobs elsewhere. Stores and businesses suffered along w i t h  local farmers 
who could no longer s e l l  bark t o  the tannery. 

Temporary re l ief  came in 1918 when the Rapphharmock Evaporating Plant began i t s  
operations in Sperryville. The c~nnany furnished qloyrnent to the area residents, 
while serving as  a major outlet for  apples g o w n  on surromding f a n s .  The plant operated 
un t i l  1937 and was the l a s t  industry to  serve Sperryville. Today, the town has only one 
general store, seasonal produce stand., and a nmber of antique and g i f t  shops. 

Sperryville has been the s i t e  of a h e r  of churches since the mid-19th century. 
One of the f i r s t  churches t o  be established i n  Sperryville was the Baptist, ,  whose 
Sperryville Baptist Church dates t o  1838. In the 1925 the church was renamed the 

-... 	 bynolds Memorial Church to  honor a fonner pastor, and in 1929 the present church building 
was erected. The Tuscan-style portico church was bu i l t  af ter  the plans of Charles IJ. 
Hawkins whose use of the Tuscan order i s  unusual for  this  l a t e  date. The old meeting 
house was destroyed by f i r e  in  1968. The f i r s t  Sperryville Methodist Church was bui l t  
in 1852, and was replaced i n  1915 by the present church. Like the Reynolds -rial 
Church, the architectural s ty le  of the Methodist Church suggests an ear l ier  period, in 
this  case, the eccleticisn of the Romantic Revivals of the l a s t  quarter of the 19th century. 
The l a s t  church i n  the village i s  the Church of God of F'rophecy, housed in the former 
Sperryville Episcopal Church, a wood-frame structure erected in  ca. 1910. 

;.-, 
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10. GECGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Description (continued) and Boundary Justification 

highway sign on Route 522 identifying the town of Sperryville. The properties within 
the d i s t r i c t  are found on Plate 38A in the Rappahamock County C d s s i o n e r  of Revenue's 
Office and Plate 38 for the Totten Mill House. 

Boundary Justification: The boundary to  the north is a natural boundary, the Thomton 
River, as i s  the boundary t o  the south, the h i l l s  that originally defined the plain 
upon which Francis Thornton, Jr. laid out the town. The east boundary i s  the same l ine  
that defines the town limits of Sperryville for  the Rappahannock County Camissioner of 
Revenue's Office. The west b o w  is Route 211 that runs along the Thornton River, 
also the d i s t r i c t ' s  northern boundary. Non-contributing buildings include the C & P 
Telephone building, the U.S. Post: Office, a concrete block structure on the north side 
of Route 1002 and metal sheds on the wes t  side of Route 522 a t  i t s  intersection with 
Route 1001. With the one exception of the Totten Mill House, a l l  the buildings are 
located on Plate 324, Rappahamock C d s s i o n e r  of Revenue's Office. Since buildings 
t o  the north of the Thornton River are not included, a gas station and several houses 
are not part of the d i s t r i c t  marred by modern comnercial intrusion. 
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